The Angelus

The Newsletter of All Saints' Church

Easter to Pentecost: Life in Prophetic Community

This Angelus of spring, 2010  *The celebration of Pentecost Sunday
will mark many exciting events in the May 23 at our 10:00AM service with ou

l'ife of Al Sainteannual observance

about these events within; among gifts of art and music offered by our chi

them are: dren and youth, and the Baptism of two
children!

*The Ordination of Andrew Van Kirk,
our Director of Christian Education, *Adult Forums, celebrations of recently
to the Diaconate of the Episcopal published books and booksignings by
Church and Anglican Communion on two of our Priest Associates, the Rev.
May 2 at 3:00PM (please mark your  Dr. Diogenes Allen and the Rev. Dr. Jo
calendars and note service time Fredericki and an Adult Forum on Trini
change!). ty Sunday offered by Mr. Jim McCulloh
on the relationship of the Holy Trinity to
*The observance of the Sacramental Christian love; Mr. McCulloh has worke
Rite of Confirmation on June 6 at our with such spiritual masters such as Fat
10:00AM service, which will involve Martin Smith and Father Charles Keati
our youth and adults in the renewal of
their Baptismal covenanand the re- *On May 9, at our 10:00AM service our
ception of the Laying on of Hands by former Rector, the Rev. Rich Kunz, re-
the Rt. Rev. Mellick Belshaw, IX Bish- turning to preach and offer an Adult Fo
op Emeritus of the Diocese of New rum on the work of El Hogar in Hondu-
Jersey. ras, which is a f
Parish outreach
*The Introduction of our new Mission
Pl an for Al Sai nix poq | Saintséd Chur

following our 10:00AM service, which  pting the 88 birthday celebration of
will offer concrete steps for action on  \1s | ois Laverty, who served for so m
our challenging Vision and Mission  years as our faithful director of music a
Statements. now beloved member
Parish famify featuring a broad spec-

*A marvelous Summer OutreachPro- + v ' m o0f Loi s& musi
ject with the Homefront Family the Westminster Choir College commu
Preservation Center involving our en- i ¢ y and t hef albnMa
tire parish familii children, youth and g 4t 4:00pPM.
adults!
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(Continued from paje To this our Vision and Mission Statements

All of these events mark a central spiritual o f Al | Sai nt si@toPeaacams h ¢ ha
themei the living movement of théloly Spirit munity of prophets who are truly alive in the
within Al Saint sd Par Hdytspirit wittMiie nassien ard eninistrlp of the | n g

Ordination marked by the Holy Spirit, Baptisms  Gospel.
affirming life in the Holy Spirit, Confirmation as
renewal of Christian life given by the Holy Spirit, A Prophetic Community does not merely
parish Mission in the power of the Holy Spirit, think upon, reflect within and interiorize the
and celebrations of life strengthened and enabledChristian faitli but is alive with it and lives with-
by the Holy Spirit. in it!
This season of movement from Easter to
From biblical witness and the learnedtra- Pent ecost <chall enges our
ditions of the Church, Christian faith teaches that prophetic Christian community, within the
the Holy Spirit is the very presence of Christ breath, fire and radiant energy of the Holy Spirit.
among us, illuminating, guiding, directing and
equi pping Godds peopl e f oWihintheAngels this sprihg editiomaf st r y

and mission. 2010 is a call and challenge: to be alive in the
Holy Spirit!
The Sunday of Pentecost, the obirthday of

the Church, d on May 23 maWikweopeh oushedtsitameth live witht+ r g i ¢
ly, with an account of the gift of the Holy Spirit to in and share the Holy Spirit...?
the earliest Christian community symbolized by

the gifts of speech and ear, the understanding aneé é é through our Mission
speaking of diverse languages. (Acts, Chapter 2).
Such a gift marks the gift of reconciliation, unity =~ --------- through our 50" Anniversary Outreach
and mutual love among all people, beginning withProject with the Family Preservation Center with
the movement and family of Jesus. Homefront?
According to Acts, the Holy Spiritempow- é é é . . t hrough events "comme

ers the new Christian church to repent of its sin  Anniversary of our parish family?

and proclaim by word and deed the mighty work

of God, and live deeply into the meaningandmis-€ € €. t hrough opening our

sion of unity, reconciliation, justice and love. grow and stretch with challenging offerings of
spiritual formation for our children, youth and

However, the Sunday Easter lections makeadult$i thus making our Christian faith a truly life

clear that the gift of the Holy Spirit is the gift of  -long journey of continuous renewal and trans-

the resurrected Lord and the new life in Christ ~ formation of the Holy Spirit?

offered to believers in the Gospel. We affirm this

in our Baptismal covenant, our renewal of this =~ ------- through the engagement of our parish
covenant at Confirmation and within the sacra- family with the work of Justice and Peace in our
mental rites of ordained ministry. neighborhoods, families, church and wdrld

confronting the great issues of am#cism, pov-
A Christian community empowered by the erty, peacemaking forging a truly inclusive
Spirit is aProphetic Community. Theproph- church o6buil ding bridgesbo
ets of the Old Testament were filled withtheHo- 6 cul t ur e war s?06
ly Spirit and given the gift, not of foretelling the
future, butfortht el | i ng Goddés Word by both
word and action.
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The spiritual movement of Easter to Pel
tecost challenges us with LIFE in the spirit; the
Holy Spiritds movemer
lic life moves us out of our comfort zones and
into the deeper pathways of growth .

b u b -

The spiritual master Wendy Wright chal
lenges us with the meaning pfophetic life in
the Holy Spirit:

0Godds spirit moves &
thousand ways. We feel its beating in our
hearts, we sense its restless motion in the vi-
sions and dreams that urge us on as a Christic
community. Creative, evesinimating, inspiring,
goading, drawing us, we know that the Spirit is
among and with wus. 6

oOWhet her the Spirit <c
the wings of a dove or as fierce love in the rus
of wind and flame, we celebrate its coming:

Holy Spirit, Love Divine

Come from heights of
Come with blessed radiance light!

On the faithful who are true

And profess their faith in you.

I n your sevodonfold gi
Give us virtueds su
Give us your salvation Lord,

Give us joys that never end.

Do you have Pastof]| Hu
information?

Church Office: 60921-2420
Home: 609921-1978
May Godds Holy Spi r]jCell Phone: 703694917 p b
a Prophetic Community truly alive with the
Spirit of life! E-Mail: Rector@allsaint.org

The Rev. Hugh E. Brown, Ill, D. Mi hughandelly@aol.com

Rector, Al | Sai

Please note: Friday of each week is
Pastor Hughos regp]) ar
have a pastoral emergency, please regpéct

his Sabbath time.

Thank you!
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The Episcopal Church and the Anglican Communion:
The Way of Dialogue

Over the past three years of my time as your Pri@siCharge and Rector, many of you have
asked about my views or oOtaked on issues withirt
around human sexuality, biblical interpretation, the ethics of homosexuality and the full sacramental in-
clusion of the Gay Community in the life of the Episcopal Church. This is represented, most concrete-
ly, in the election and consecration of gay bishops and other clergy living in committed, partnered gay/
homosexual relationships.

| have always responded with individual conversation or conservation within the forums and
groups | have led. Several parishioners have suggested | address this issue in a brief Angelus article an
| am doing so.

What is happening?

| am sure many of you are familiar with the almost seven year journey of the Episcopal Church
and Anglican Communion, beginning in August of 2003, with the election of the first openly, partnered
gay bishop in the Episcopal Church and Anglican Communion, the Rt. Rev. Gene Robinson, by the Dio-
cese of New Hampshire, and the subsequent consent to his election by the 2003 General Convention
of the Episcopal Church.

| am also sure many of you are familiar with the most recent election of The Rev. Canon Mary
Douglas Glasspool as Bishop Suffragan of the Diocese of Los Angéteswill be the second part-
nered, gay bishop of the Episcopal Church.

But, for those of you who are not familiar with these actions, it would be appropriate for you to
know that they have evoked great emotions, passions and responses within the Episcopal Church and
Anglican Communidn and they culminate a process of many years and decades of greater inclusion
within the Episcopal church for the gay and lesbian community: many openly, partnered gay clergy
serving the churdh and some dioceses and parishes offering liturgical rites, same sex blessings and
pastoral and worship forms of affirmation and celebration of gay relationships.

For example, The Diocese of Washington, my former Diocese of nearly two decades, and its
Bishop and my former Bishop, The Rev. John Bryson Chane, have just published a statement giving con-
sent to parish clergy officiating at gay marriages, in response to the recent legalization of gay marriage in
the District of Columbia.

What has been the response? Like the Episcopal Church and Anglican Communion in its diver-
sity, the response has been vaiiedanging from deep anger and discetd joy and celebration.

However, unlike the debates over the Prayer Book Revision and the Ordination of Women in
the late 1970s, the responses have been more virulent, with entire Dioceses and parishes leaving the
Episcopal Church and many of our wosddde Anglican partners seeking to break ties with the Episco-
pal Church, USA. The Anglican Communion with its instruments of commexaint the Archbishop
of Canterburyi are actively and intentionally working to avert the truth and reality of schism within the
Anglican Communion, a reality which, sadly, is already happening.

For example, within the United States, there is now an alternative Anglican Church seeking to
be what they term, the oOotrue, orthodox & Angl i c
Episcopal Churchcalled the Anglican Mission in North American and serving as an umbrella organiza-
tion for vawayodu smoovemneearkt s wi t hin the Episcopal
glicans in North America).

Within the Episcopal Church the practice of liturgical and pastoral response to the gay commu-
nity and to the issue of homosexuality varies from Diocese to Diocese, parish to parish. Some openly
support the full sacramental inclusion of the partnered gay community through the likes of gay bishops
and clergy, same sex blessings, statements of openness, etc. Some take a stand against such practices
Some openly support gay marriage; some do not.

4



The Angelus

After serving as pastor of Al Saintsdé Churc
strong feelings and viewpoints on the issue of both the Christian morality of homosexuality and the full
sacramental inclusion of the gay community such as the blessing of same sex unions and statements of

open invitation. Il know of AlIl Saintsd parishio
those or are vocally and passionately opposed.
What i s myi adyduaReetdr?

It is simply this: | grew up in an Episcopal Church which was about the vehglojue and con-
versatioi not exclusion, dogmatism, and schism. That is still my great passion and desire for the Epis-
copal Chur c h, iAndlthe Chaistiam fasify to keha Gamminity of Dialogue.

The Episcopal Church was and is one of the very few Christian communities/denominations, in
my long experience with lay and ordained ministry, where one could seek, journey, questofind
a home no matter oned6s stance on social and pol
conscience.

| seek to be the Rector of a parish family committed to the way of dialogue, as | believe All
Sai nt sida place where we can engage, talk about, and discuss the great issues of the day facing
church, our worship and our cultufe including the issue of full inclusion for the gay community and
the issue of homosexualityand where all will feel at home, safe and welcomed.

| seek to be the Rector of a church which includes ALL pergogay and straighit liberal and
conservative, progressive and traditiomald all viewpoints.

Your current Rector has been committed throughout his ministry to inclusion, justice, toler-
ance, respect and dialogue.

The Gospel as | read and understand @long with the Baptismal Covenant which proclaims it
is clear: we will seek and serve Christ in ALL persons and strive for justice and peace among ALL
people.

Our parish mission statement states clearly that we are a welcoming parish! Are we? For ALL
people? | think so and hopefsand trust so; our revised Mission and Vision Statements clearly af-
firm this.

My take: we welcome all peofiiewe welcome all points of viefivand, when we must, one
day, perhaps, ohammer out o6 what welcome/inclusi
around the possible full inclusion of the gay commuiitye will dialogue about it, converses about it,
and have healthy discussion about it and forge a consensus which will unite our parigh feondi
vide it.

All are welcome to dialogue with me and disagree! Talk to me! Call or write me! | am more
than willing to speak to you more about my viewpoints both of situation and judgment about these
issues. Mine is but one of what | am sure are many points of view in our parish family regarding recent
events in the Episcopal Church, issues of biblical interpretation and Christian morality, and the issue of
homosexuality.

This is what makes us Episcopalifamsu r way of oOcomprehension, 0 ¢
our room for reason and human experience, our way freedom through mutual love in Christ.

Faithfully Yours,

The Rev. Hugh E. Brown, IlI, D. Min.
Rector

For more information on issues confronting the Episcopal Church and Anglican Communion, you
want to check out the following websites: www.AnglicanCommunion.org; www.EpiscopalChurch.org; an
www.NewJersey.Anglican.org.
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Please note that on Sunday, May 2nd, we will have a service at 10:00 am,
which will be a Quiet Service, similar to the regular 8:00 am service on
Sundays.

t hat bie

Our main service day wi | |

ordination to the Deaconate.

PLEASE JOIN US FORTHIS FESTIVE OCCASION!

EOO
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May 16 Parish Forum on Missi pn

As we reported in an earlier issue of the Angelus, nine Mission Teams have been orgpg-
nized to execute the parish goals that were identified in the focus groups in which mgny
of you participatedThe planning process to achieve these goals will conclude with a
parishwide presentation on May 16t that forum we will review the overall process
and present specific activities to be carried out in the year to come.

Having approved individual Mission Team missions at their February meeting,Vestry [co
chairs are now focused on completing their Teams' organization/staffing and 2010 OQjec-
tives. Planning Team members have been assigned to work with individual Teams to facili-
tate these final two steps as follows:

Jyothish Daniel: Congressional Development , Parish Life and Hospitality
and Liturgy and Music Teams

Alan Dybvig: Property Team

Amy Johnson:  Christian Formation and Finance Teams

Paul Murphy: Stewardship and Outreach Teams

= =4 =4 -4 4

We believe that this yedong organizational process will enable the parish to grow in
numbers and achieve the vision for All Saints' that so many of you have articulat-

ed. Pl ease see the appropriate Planning [Te a
volved in the work of one of these Teams.

A Retreat Day for the Women of All Saints  will be held on Sat. May
8, 2010 beginning at 9:30 a.m. with a continental breakfast and ending with a celebration
of the Eucharist by 3:00 p.nbbunch will be providedwWe are asking each participant to
contribute $10 to help defray theost of the food.

"Between the Soul and God There Is No Between" is the retreat theme, which comejs
from the writings of the 16th century English mystic, Julian of Norwitér feast day is
May 8th.

Leaders are The Rev. Elly Sparks Brown and The Rev. Joy Kulvicki.

Please contact Joy to let her knowybu are coming, SO we can prepare retreat materi:
als, food, etcThanks!

Phone: 90874-0851
EmailJoyKulvicki@att.net
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ADULT EDUCATION

Adult Forum

The Adult Forum meets most Sundays during the academic year in the South Room of
the Parish following the 10:00AM service and hospitality time.
For the remainder of the academic year, Mayne, we offer the following:

*May 9, the Rev. Richard Kunz, Director of El Hogar in Honduras and former Rector of

Al | Saintsdo Parish wildl speak on the Mis
taged, abandoned and orphaned children in one of the poorest nations in the global hu-
man family.

*May 16: the Planning Team, the Rector and Representatives of the Vestry will present
the new Mission Pii andALL acongredatiohal ntembers ars idvitel a r
andencouragei attend!

*May 30: Mr. Jim McCulloh, a new parishioner (welcome Jim!) with extensive training and
work in the area of Christian spirituality and contemplative prayer and who has studied
with such spiritual teachers/writers as Father Martin Smith and Father Thomas Keating,
wi || | ead a forum on the topic: 0The Tri

Note: The Forum will not meet on May 2 (Ordination of Andrew Van Kirk to the Diaco-
nate at a 3PM service), May 23 (Family Service and Baptisms) or June 6 (Service of Con-
firmation and Reception).

Rectorodos Wednesday Bible Study

The Rectorods Wednesday Bible Study will ¢
10:30AM in the parish library.

The study is preceded by a 9:30AM liturgy of Holy Eucharist in the parish chapel.

The study will focus on selected passages from the Gospel of Luke, the lectionary Gos-
pel focus for Year C, our current liturgical year, which runs through the last Sunday of
Pentecost, November 21.

Tuesday Morning Menods Bible Study
The Tuesday Morning Mends Bible Study cor

7:00AM at Panera Bread on Nassau Street. The group will continue to meet through
June before breaking for the summer and resuming in September.
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The group continues to focus on thBospel of Matthew of the New Testament and is
led by Mr. Andrew Van Kirk, our Director of Christian Education.
All men of the parish are invited to attend.

Tuesday Morning Book Study

The Tuesday Morning Book Study continues to meet each Tuesday morning at 8:00AM
foll owing the Mends Bible Study and i s| oj

The group is facilitated by Diogenes Allen and is currently studyregPsalms by C. S.
Lewis, the great Anglican spiritual writer and apologist.

THOUGHTS ON STEWARDSHIP:
Christianity; how God died, a paradigm reversal

This from the current issue dforward, Day by Day
| Corinthians 1:1831.God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, «
reduce to nothing things that are

The radical Roman Catholic theologian Hans Kung makes a point in one of his books
that has stuck with me for a long timéle compares the way the various founders of
the great world religions diedlhe Buddha departed this life surrounded by adoring dis}
ciples who realized that he was being transformed in a wonderful way as heGbed.-
cius died in the midst of aristocratic followers who supported him financially and hung
on his every word.Mohammed died in the circle of his harem in the arms of his favorite
wife. Jesus of Nazareth died condemned as a criminal, alone and deserted by those
whom he thought he could trust.

The Christian story starts with a human failure, who is at the same time the incarnatg
love of God.The story of the rise of the Christian church is, for all of its dark side of hd
man wrongdoing, still filled with an gma
power, did and said things that have overthrown the world in order to make way for ar
other. By baptism, you are one of them.

Alan Dybvig




Confirmation
Update

Confirmation is drawing to a close. We had a wonder-
ful retreat in early April led by Stephanie Van Kirk, focusing on
practices of prayer. I'n our
ing the church (what is it, both the Anglican Church and the
Church universal) and our lives as ministers of the Gospel
(because we all our ministers). Then, on June 6th, Bishop Bel
shaw will come to confirm all those who have made the deci-

sion to be confirmed!

Please note the schedule below.

Al | Saintséd
Sunday School Schedule:
May 2010
2nd: No Sunday School:
The 3:00 pm service for And

the main service of the day, and we will not have Sunday
School at that time. Childcare will be available.

9th: Normal Sunday School Schedule

rl@hniNoimal iSunday Sclosl Sdhedules , we 61 | b e
23rd: Children and Youth Sunday

See article at right. Though there will be no Sunday School,
but all kids should report to their classrooms by 9:30 am

to prepare for their roles in the service. This is the finale of

our Sunday School year.

30th: No Sunday School:
The Sunday School year ends May 23rd, and will resume
again when school starts in the fall.

Please thank your Sunday School teachers for all their hard
work this year!

May 9th:  The Churchii The Body of Christ (We will hope-
fully go to another church for worship this morn-
ing, rather than have a normal meeting in the Ii-
brary)

May 23rd: Ministry and Life as Chirstiafi$9:00 am, Library

June 6th:  Confirmation f 10:00 am service

(oe|em aulwser pue sianel] Ally) 1eailay uonewIIU0D

A special request: Whether you are directly or indirectly involve
confirmation, or not involved at all, please pray for our youth
their mentors as we complete the confirmation program and n

towards confirmation.

Children and Youth Sunday
May 23

Children and Youth Sunday falls on Pentecost this year,
making this an extrapecial day in the liturgical calendar also

extra-special in the life of our community.

Without spoiling all the surprises for everyone, this year the
children and youth are expanding the breadth of their artistic
of fering beyond drama into
sure to be an exciting day, and a wonderful gift to the

community.

All this is going to take preparation, so please try to hard to
make sure you children are consistently in Sunday School for
the next few weeks (when we have Sunday School, see

schedule above).

All Sunday School families should receive a mailing regardin
Children and Youth Sunday. If you do not receive yours, or if
you have any questions, please contact Andrew Van Kirk

(avankirk@allsaint.org).

Children and Youth Sunday | May 23, 2010
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ALL SAINTS CHURCH
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